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From: "Philip Emeagwali" <philip@emeagwali.com>

To: "The Webmaster of Black Software" <blackworldsw@yahoo.com>

Subject: Publish in Black Software - Technology is the Root of All Evil - by Philip Emeagwali

Date: Mon, 3 Dec 2007 18:40:38 -0500

 

Dear The Webmaster of Black Software:
 
Attached are two articles and photos for publication in Black Software. I 
discussed how 200 million people were forcefully removed from Africa
and, specifically, how debates on slave trade overlooked the role of
compass technology. 
 
Regards,    
Philip Emeagwali 
emeagwali.com
 
About the Author:
President Bill Clinton extolled Philip Emeagwali as “one of the great
minds of the Information Age” and as “the Bill Gates of Africa.”

 
 

 

 

Technology is the Root
of All Evil
 
by Philip Emeagwali
emeagwali.com 
 

According to history books, gun-wielding
European slave traders kidnapped one in five
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Africans and transported them across the
oceans to the Americas. A less visible, but no
means less drastic technological tool of
suppression, is the compass, a device used
worldwide for navigation. In the same way 
that Britain used its maritime knowledge and
the US harnessed its intellectual capital to rule
the world, the early slave traders used the
simple compass to wreak havoc on civilization.
 
It is a sad fact that the innocuous navigation
tool originated during and was fuelled by the
Atlantic slave trade. The technological
development of the innocent compass,
invented in China for religious divination 2,000
years ago, allowed Africa to be ravaged in
unspeakable ways. 
 
It was the compass that created the Atlantic
slave trade, enabling the early colonial
navigators — and their blood merchants — to
chart an accurate course from Gorée Island,
off the coast of Senegal, to Brazil; paving the
way for the trans-Atlantic slave trade, which 
began on August 8, 1444. This trade in human
merchandise covered four continents and
lasted four centuries, and serves as a
shameful beacon for the depravity of human 
greed and conquest.
 
The compass became the de facto weapon of 
mass destruction, which led to the
de-capitalization and decapitation of Africa. It
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created the African Diaspora with one in five 
people taken out of the motherland. It was the
largest and most brutal displacement of
human beings in human history. 
 
Today, it is hard to imagine that such
destruction and the wholesale abduction of a
race could result from a tool as common as
the compass. Yet, as a people who survived
the slave trade, we must draw our strength
from lessons learned from the past and draw
our energy from the power of the future. And
the power of the future lies in “controlling”
technology and harnessing it for the benefit of
mankind, not for his destruction.
 
The people of Africa must take note that the
Internet is our modern-day compass, and
within it resides our own clay of wisdom. As
we prepare for our great journey into the
cyberspace of the future, with its technological
promise — its clay of wisdom — we must
understand the strategic value and potential of
this all-important tool. Our image of the future
inspires the present and the present serves to
create the future.
 
Africa’s lack of substantial technological
knowledge of the Internet and its potential
may lead it to be assaulted or manipulated in
unexpected ways, just as it was devastated
generations ago for the lack of a simple
compass. We didn’t recognize the power of the
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compass then; the danger is that we don’t
recognize the power of technology today.
While Africa merely contemplates the future,
the West, the quickest off the mark to wield
technology’s weapons, actually makes the
future. 
 
This fact, and how the power of technology
can be wielded against the poor, was brought
home to me clearly when I received the
following email recently:
 
“About a year ago, I hired a developer in
Africa to do my job. I am paying him $12,000
a year to do my job, for which I am paid
$67,000 a year,” the sender wrote. “He’s
happy to have the work and I’m happy that I
have to work only 90 minutes a day. Now I’m
considering getting a second job and doing the 
same thing.”
 
Technology in the hands of others has been
used to exploit Africa for centuries. But now
it's time for Africa to grasp technology and
finally embrace the modern age’s clay of
wisdom and advancement. Africa has the
chance to show the world how technology can 
be used for good, not evil. And the people of
Africa can use today’s technology, not to
mimic their own exploitation, but to right the
wrongs of the past and empower themselves
with the same tool that has been used to
oppress them in the past. Africa can provide a
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shining example for the world in using
technology for its own upliftment and the 
benefit of mankind.
 
This time, it is our choice.
 
Excerpted from a keynote speech delivered by
Philip Emeagwali at the African Diaspora
Conference in Tucson, Arizona. For the entire
transcript and video, visit emeagwali.com.
 
Nigerian-born Philip Emeagwali won the 1989
Gordon Bell Prize, the Nobel Prize of
supercomputing. He has been called “a father
of the Internet” by CNN  and TIME; extolled as
“one of the great minds of the Information
Age” by former US president Bill Clinton; and
voted history’s greatest scientist of African
descent by New African.
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Dear The Webmaster of Black Software:
Click on the above author photo of Philip Emeagwali to download
its high-resolution original. For more
photos of Philip Emeagwali, go to 
http://emeagwali.com/booking/speaking/photo-release.htm

 
 

Technology Widens Rich-Poor Gap



Yahoo! Mail - blackworldsw@yahoo.com http://us.f904.mail.yahoo.com/ym/ShowLetter?box=Inb...

7 of 12 12/21/2007 11:00 AM

by Philip Emeagwali
emeagwali.com 
 
Oil has made us billions and fuelled our economic
stability, but oil has also become the bane of our
existence. For some, it is a curse that has caused
poverty and corruption, but for others it is an
essential source of untold wealth and power. But as
the gap between rich and poor countries continues
to expand, it is clear that intellectual capital and
technology rule the world, and that natural
resources such as oil, gold, and diamonds are no
longer the primary determinants of wealth.

 
Surprisingly, nations with few natural resources
demonstrate greater economic growth rates than
OPEC countries. Japan’s economic growth, driven by
technological superiority, outpaces that of Saudi
Arabia; South Korea is growing faster than oil-rich
Nigeria; and Taiwan’s economy has moved well
beyond that of oil-rich Venezuela. The United States
and Norway are also rich in oil, yet their staggering
economic growth comes from intellectual capital.

 
In reality, it is not money but intellectual capital
that drives prosperity. More important, perhaps, is
the reality that poverty is driven and sustained by a
lack of intellectual capital.

 
The intimate relationship between intellectual capital
and economic growth is as old as humanity itself,
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and is well illustrated by this parable from ancient
Babylon (modern-day Iraq). A man asked his
children:

 
“If you had a choice between the clay of wisdom or
a bag of gold, which would you choose?”
“The bag of gold, the bag of gold” the naïve children
cried, not realizing that wisdom had the potential to
earn them many more bags of gold in the future.

 
Seven thousand years later, Iraq — the cradle of
civilization — has its own private bag of gold as it
sits perched atop the world’s third largest oil
reserves. Meanwhile, Israel, tucked away in the
hostile terrain of a barren desert, has the clay of
wisdom — the weightless wealth of intellectual
capital embodied in the collective mind of its people.

 
The striking economic gap that persists between
rich and poor nations has increased sevenfold over
the past century to what is now an all-time high.
The accumulation of intellectual capital by rich
nations has helped broaden this gap because it has
enabled them to control technology and collect
hidden taxes from less affluent nations. For
instance, Nigeria pays a 40-percent  “royalty” tax on
its petroleum revenues to foreign oil companies that
are ripping out its family jewels — the huge store of
wealth in its oilfields. These oilfields started forming
when prehistoric, dog-sized humans — our common
ancestor with the apes — walked African grasslands
on four legs.
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It’s a shocking reality, but the deep oil reserves laid
down by Mother Nature millions of years ago and
nurtured through the millennia in Africa have been
whittled away within decades. And, for the dubious
privilege of surrendering its natural resources
forever, Nigeria is required to pay half its petroleum
revenue in the form of “royalties” to the rich kids on
the global block, the United States and the
Netherlands. That oilfield has been exchanged for a
bowl of porridge, and the black gold that should
serve the underserved in Nigeria is helping wealthy
Westerners get wealthier.

 
Today, half the world’s population — three billion
people — live on an average of $500 a year. In
contrast, Bill Gates earns $500 every second. By
controlling technology and taxing computer users,
Gates has become wealthier than each of the 70
poorest nations on earth and using his financial
might has conquered more territory than Genghis
Khan, Julius Caesar and Alexander the Great
combined. 
          
While Bill Gates is the new millennium’s Prince of
Technology, he is by no means the first to have
taken on the huge potential offered by the realm of
technology. The Romans used roads and military
technology to expand their empire. And, for
centuries, Britain ruled a quarter of the Earth due to
its unparalleled ability to command maritime
technology and conquer the Seven Seas.  
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Britain undoubtedly established itself as the world’s
first superpower through its rapid and ruthless
colonial expansion program. The British raised the
Union Jack over Canada and Australia, India and
Hong Kong, Egypt and Kenya, and countless other
countries — even the United States. The Union Jack
cast its shadow in every global time zone, giving
rise to the saying, “The sun never sets on the
British Empire,” a fact that was cold comfort to the
colonized nations.

 
In the same way, the United States has embraced
its technological supremacy, both offensively and
defensively, to build its own global empire without a
physical presence in any of its “colonies.” The sole
remaining superpower is at the forefront of every
major technological advancement, which it has used
to become deeply embedded in three-quarters of
the globe. The US has accomplished a virtual
economic colonization manifesting its presence
throughout the globe by harnessing the power of
technology and capitalizing on its clay of wisdom.

 
Africa’s inability to realize its potential and embrace
technology has left it at the mercy of the West. The
time has come for Africa to seize the day and resist
the efforts of America and others to leave their
imprint and plunder its natural resources.

 
Numerous examples throughout history support the
idea that technology can be used as a tool of
oppression. And there’s little doubt that America’s
technological advancement has allowed it to exploit
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natural resources around the world. This is
particularly evident in Africa, where the US is
exploiting oilfields beneath the pristine rainforest —
and being rewarded with a 40-percent tax at the
expense of the African people. This lends credence
to history’s assertion that those who control
technology oppress those who do not, eventually
enslaving them and, finally, wielding power around
the globe.

 
Excerpted from a keynote speech delivered by Philip 
Emeagwali in Tucson, Arizona. For the entire
transcript and video, visit emeagwali.com.

 
Nigerian-born Philip Emeagwali won the 1989
Gordon Bell Prize, the Nobel Prize of
supercomputing. He has been  extolled as “one of
the great minds of the Information Age” and as "the
Bill Gates of Africa" by former US president Bill 
Clinton.
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Dear The Webmaster of Black Software:
Click on the above author photo of Philip Emeagwali to download its high-resolution 
original. For more photos of Philip Emeagwali, go
to http://emeagwali.com/booking/speaking/photo-release.htm
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